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HISTORY
• 1929:  SPR originated because of discontentment among young investigators - referred to 

as “Young Turks” - who felt the existing pediatric societies were dominated by very senior 
faculty

MISSION
• To create a multi-disciplinary network of diverse researchers to improve child health

MEMBERSHIP (Active)
• Honorary society
• Membership is by current Member nomination and Council review
• Eligible Members have a record of current, independent research related to child health

What is SPR?



SPR Junior Section

• Established in 2012
• Residency &/or Fellowship through first 6 years as faculty
• Free – no cost for junior membership 
• “Rolling Admissions” by self-nomination
• Leadership:  Fellows
• Junior members receive SPR communications, are invited to 

SPR events and may serve on SPR committees as approved by 
Council



SPR Active Member
• Individual engaged in ongoing, independent, hypothesis-driven 

research related to pediatrics
• Track record of independent work initiated since fellowship 

(original science manuscripts) 
• Typically hold a faculty appointment at the mid/late assistant or 

early associate level or higher
• Annual dues $350 (includes online subscription to Pediatric 

Research)
• No age restrictions!



SPR and PAS
Pediatric Academic Societies – host of the annual spring meeting

Partner Societies
• Society for Pediatric Research (SPR)
• Academic Pediatric Association (APA)
• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
• American Pediatric Society (APS)

SPR Members @ PAS
• Contribute to science
• Review abstracts, moderate sessions
• Serve on key committees

http://www.pas-meeting.org/


Why Join SPR?

• Aids Fellows in transition to faculty role
• Professional networking
• Opportunities for participation in regional/national SPR 

programs
• Recognition through awards and grants
• Opportunities to advocate for child health research funding



SPR Junior Section
• Aids Fellows in transition to faculty role
Mentoring programs
 Grant Writing course
 Bridging to Success Award
 PROSPER Diversity Award

• Professional networking
• Opportunities to participate in regional/national SPR programs
 PAS Meeting: SPR Sessions at PAS
Regional SPR Meetings: Southern, Western, Eastern, Midwest

• Recognition through awards and grants
• Opportunities to advocate for child health research funding
Advocacy Committee



SPR Regional Societies

Eastern SPR Southern SPR
March Meeting  February Meeting

Midwest SPR Western SPR
October Meeting  January Meeting

https://www.easternspr.org/meeting/
https://www.southernspr.org/meetings/
https://www.midwestspr.org/meeting/
https://www.westernspr.org/meetings/


Transition to SPR Active Membership

SPR Active Members are:
• Engaged in ongoing, independent, 

hypothesis-driven research related to 
pediatrics 

• Have a track record of independent work as 
demonstrated through original science 
manuscripts published from work that was 
initiated after training was complete

• New SPR Active Members typically hold a 
faculty appointment at the mid/late assistant 
or early associate level 



SPR Junior Section Leadership

SPR Junior Section President-elect elections are held each year in July



Junior Section New Initiatives



Junior Section Council

• 3rd year residents, clinical and post-
doctoral fellows are eligible 

• Goal: diverse expertise, geographical 
location, and backgrounds

• Amplify the number of initiatives the 
junior section can spearhead

• Call for applications to open April 
2024 for the 2024-2025 cycle



Mentored Reviews

• Collaboration with SPR, ESPR and 
Pediatric Research journal

• Opportunity for trainees to learn more 
about the journal peer review process 
and connect with new mentors

• Pairing mentor-mentees with similar 
expertise



Networking 
Event at PAS
• Trainee-only event
• Opportunity to meet other 

trainees and form new 
connections

• Information regarding 
ongoing and new 
initiatives

• Non-members welcome 
too



To apply: www.societyforpediatricresearch.org/







SPR Perspectives

Pediatric Research
• Official Journal of SPR, APS and the EuroSPR



Twitter   @SocPedResearch @Junior_SPR 
 



Questions?
info@societyforpediatricresearch.org

 
Marisu Rueda Altez, MD  
• Junior Section President, SPR
• mruedaalte@childrensnational.org
• mruedaal@uab.edu (after 7/1/2023)

Jingshing Wu, MD 
• Junior Section President-elect, SPR
•  jingshing.wu@ucsf.edu 

Roberta Keller MD
• Director of Membership, SPR
• roberta.keller@ucsf.edu 
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