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Adriana	M.	Montaño,	Ph.D.,	M.Sc.	is	an	Associate	Professor	of	Pediatrics,	and	Biochemistry	
and	 Molecular	 Biology	 at	 Saint	 Louis	 University,	 School	 of	 Medicine.	 Dr.	 Montaño	 is	 an	
internationally	 recognized	 scientist	who	has	made	 truly	outstanding	 contributions	 to	 the	
field	of	Mucopolysaccharidoses	(MPS)	research.			
	
Dr.	Montaño	has	over	20	years	of	research	experience	on	lysosomal	storage	disorders.	Her	
research	has	set	 the	basis	 for	 the	understanding	of	Morquio	A	disease	(MPS	IVA)	and	Sly	
disease	(MPS	VII)	by	providing	 insights	 into	the	natural	history	of	patients	showing	their	
heterogeneity	in	phenotype	and	genotype.	In	addition,	she	has	developed	mouse	models	for	
Morquio	A	disease	instrumental	to	carry	out	pre‐clinical	trials	to	assess	novel	treatments	for	
the	disease	including	enzyme	replacement	therapy,	gene	therapy,	and	substrate	reduction	
therapy.	Her	work	also	 includes	the	development	of	newborn	screening	 for	patients	with	
MPS,	which	is	fundamental	for	early	detection	and	treatment	of	patients.	
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completing	the	Ph.D.	program,	she	received	a	Postdoctoral	Fellowship	from	the	Japan	Society	
for	 the	 Promotion	 of	 Science	 (JSPS)	 to	 study	molecular	 evolution	 of	 keratan	 sulfate	 and	
peptidoglycan	recognition	proteins	at	the	Graduate	University	for	Advanced	Studies	(Japan).	
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